ESSAYS ON FHE GIfA

His creative Consciousness, Nature or Force (Maya,
Prakriti or Shakti), who is not baffled or thwarted in
His world-conception or design by His creatures, man
or devil, who does not need to justify Himself by
shifting the responsibility for any part of His creation
or manifestation on that which is created or mani-
fested, then the human being has to start from a great,
a difficult act of faith. Finding himself in a world
which is apparently a chaos of battling powers, a clash
of vast and obscure forces, a life which subsists only by
constant change and death, menaced from every side
by pain, suffering, evil and destruction, he has to see
the omnipresent Deity in it all and conscious that ofc
this enigma there must be a solution and beyond this
Ignorance in which he dwells a Knowledge that re-
conciles, he has to take his stand upon this faith,
"Though Thou slay me, yet will I trust in Thee." All
human thought or faith that is active and affirmative,
whether it be theistic, pantheistic or atheistic, does in
fact involve more or less explicitly and completely
such an attitude. It admits and it believes: admits
the discords of the world, believes in some highest
principle of God, universal Being or Nature which
shall enable us to transcend, overcome or harmonise
these discords, perhaps even to do all three at once, to
harmonise by overcoming and transcending.

Then, as to human life in its actualities, we have
to accept its aspect of a struggle and a battle mounting
into supreme crises such as that of Kurukshetra. The
Gita, as we have seen, takes for its frame such a period
of transition and crisis as humanity periodically ex-
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